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A Dijferiatton on a tnoji valuable Gold Coin of 
' Edmund Crouchback^ Son of Henry IIK By the 
Uev, Mr, Peg^. 


Kead 4 the Society of ANTioirAniEs, May 20, 1773. 


Dbak Mri. Noijtis, . 

* - » ' 

I AM extremely . obliged to you for the drawing of lord 
Milton’s PeSiorak [^} ; and in return I b$g leave to prefent you^ 
widi the following Ihcut memoir* concerning a curious, and, 
in< my- opinioa, an almoil: ineiliinable. Coin of Edmund. 
Crouchback. . n 

The&e will be 00 occafion for me to delcant in tnany words ^ 
upon the Seal of Edmund furnamed Crouchback, engraved in 
Speed [^], hnoe that muft be already well known, with all the 
pjarticulars and circumOances . relative to it. However, as the 
Seal has feme connexion with the feries of our Engliih gold- 
^ins, as will appear in the fequel, I ibalhventure to trouble 
you with a-few curfo^ remarks upon it. 

Mb. Speed calls it a Seal ; and we mud; believe he had feen > 
it in that diape in; the Cotton Library. Edmund there fits 
H la foveretn, on a throne fulHciently refembling thofe of hi# 

' - pi. zir. p. 357. [i] Speed's Uifloiy, p. 631. 
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father and uncle Richard carl of Comwal, both which may 
be feen in Speed and Sandfbrd ; which laft has alfo, and I 
prefume from Speed, caufed the obverfe of this Seal of 
Edmund’s to be engraved in his Genealogical Hiftory [^] 
as fuch. 

But what enfu CCS it, infallibly, to the clafs of Seals is, the 
Golden BuUay of exaftly the fame type, ’•engraved by the So- 
ciety of Antiquaries in plate xliii. N® III. It then belonged 
to Edward earl of Oxford, and was afterwards purchafed by 
Mr. Weft ; and, as this Bulla or Seal does not now appear in the 
Cotton Library, it was probably thence purloined, and fold to 
the earl. Be this as it may, it weighed eight penny-weights, 
and, as appeared by the ftlken firings palling through it, had 
been appendant to an inftrument, and, as is faid in the Society’s 
print, to a bull of Pope Alexander IV, to confirm to prince 
'Edmund the kingdom of Sicily and Apulia. But this. Sir, 
you will deem highly improbable; for why a Seal of this 
titular king, prince Edmund, fhould be annexed to a bull of 
the Pope’s, even though it related to the kingdom he was to 
be invefted with, is perfcftly inconceivable to me, the Bu//ae 
hanging at the papal inflruments of that name being of a 
nature Widely different from this. I fhould therefore rather 
fuppofe it had belonged to feme inftrument of king Edmund, 
and I am fully perfuaded that Prince Edmund had a feal of this 
type, for the reafbns given above. • 

But, however ftrangeit may appear, this Seal was undoubtedly 
a coiji or medal too ; for the late Thomas Barrett, efq; of Lee 
in the county of Kent, had a gold medal of Edmund, which 

agreed exaftly with thefe exhibits of the feal, both In the 
♦ .♦ 

[•] Saadford’t Genealogical Hifioiy, p. 103. 
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obverfe and reverfc ; and this is at prefent in the pofleflion of 
my refpedable friend his fon. This medal, which I have often 
Both feen and handled, weighs fifteen penny-weights, which 
juft anfwcrs to fifteen Florens, the Floren being firft coined 
A. 1252, at fixty grains [c}; and it is indifputably a coin of 
medal, there being not the leaft appearance of its liaving ever 
hung, as a bulla or feal, to any inftrument whatlbever; a- 
circumftance which, when I examined the piece, 1 was- 
particularly attentive to. In fhort. Sir, as it is as clearly a' 
corn, as it was a feal, we are obliged to conclude it was both', 
and that the punch or die, that ferved for the purpofe of ftriking- 
the feal, wasVled allb for the coining of money. 

The next enquiry then muft be, by whom this fine piece was 
coined ? The ftory of prince Edmund, lo far as relates to this- 
matter, and without entering minutely into the affair of the 
Pope’s difpofal of the kingdom of Sicily, is this. In the y^r 
1254, Innocent IV. offered our king Henry III. the kingdom 
of Sicily, for his fecond fbn Edmund : the king accepted the 
t^er, which unhappily involved him in great diftrefs, by becom- 
ing a principal fburce of the batons wars. Prince Edmund, thus 
collated by the Pope, took the ftile and title of king of Sicily,, 
and it feems had the fame title put both upon his feal and 
money. Upon Innocent’s death, Alexander IV- obtained the 
Phpal chair ; and he, by a ring, invefted prince Edmund, 
A. 1255, with his kingdom : but the earl of Leicefter at length, 
A. 1265, renounced, in the king’s and prince’s name, all- 
manner 'Of claim and pretenfion to that crown. This is, in 
brief, the whole of the affair. And upon the hce of the 
maner, as<the feal has fo much the air of an Englifh feal of the 
times, and was probably both made and ufed in England bj- 

[t] Steph, Man. Leake, p. 44, , 
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prrnce Edmund himfclf; one has all the reafon in the world 
to imagine, that the coin was ftruck by him too, efpecially if, 
as the prefumptiou is, it was coined w ith the fame die. But 
Sandford tells us, that Pope Alexander “ caufed, in honour 
“ of Edmund, certain pieces of gold to be ftamped with this 
“ infeription, /fimundus rex Siciliae [<^],” whence perhaps it may 
be conjcianrcd, that this piece of Mr. Barrett’s may poflibly be 
one of tliofc coined by the Pope. I know not on what au- 
thority Sandford fays this, and yet I Iiave a (light remembrance 
of having read it elfewhere ; but, fuppofing it to be true, that 
the Pope caufed (bme gold pieces to be ftruck, Mr. Barrett’s 
coin can never be one of them, as it fo perfedly Kfembles the 
feal, and was probably coined with the fame die, and con- 
fequently rauft have been minted in England, where Edmund’s 
feal was apparently made. Bolides, the letters of the leal and 
coin arc the Englilh ones of the time, as every body muft allow, 
who will be at the pains to compare them with thofe on the feals 
of that age in Sandford : the form and faihion of the obvcifes 
accord likewife with that author’s feals. Whence the conclu-, 
fion is, that the piece was coined here in England In the lumc 
and by the, authority of prince Edmund. ^ * 

If it be alked, whether this coin ought to have a place in the 
Englilh ferlei or not I 1 aufwer, the probability is, that it was 
ftruck by the authority of< an Euglifti prince, Edmund, Iba o^ 
king Henry III, and he certainly has aa good a title to have any 
coins or medals that beat lus name tsJceu notice of by an Englilh 
medalift, as cither Robert Curtois duke' of Normandy, ibu of 
WilliiMn ■ the Conqueror, or Enfbce earl o£ Eblognc, Ion ofj 
king Stephen. Let us only attend to the reverfe oLtbe coin,, 
JEadmmidtis Natus Reg!s-.^gHae whore, by calli^him-, 

fclf the king of England's fon, he aflerts a privilege cx'adUy 


[d] SuuUgrd, p. i65.""' 
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parallel to that of Euftacc. But what approaches neareft to the 
matter in hand, is the cafe of Edward the Black Prince ; whofc 
gold coin, though ftruck in another country, and by an au- 
thority feparatc and independent of his father, as we may fup- 
pofe this of Edmund to have been, have a choice place in our 
cabinets, and are fought after by our Antiquaries with the 
utmoft eagemefs and follicitudc. 

But put the cafe for once, that the piece was coined by his 
Holinefs, it was Bill done under the authority of prince 
Edmund, king of Sicily, whofe name it bears, and muft have 
been intended to run and be received here as his money. Whence 
it follows, that it ought in rcafon to be deemed a part or parcel 
of the Englilh feries, as the coins of King Henry VIII, ftruck 
by the archbilhops of York, or the bilhops of Durham, are. 

The refult. Sir, is, that we have here a gold coin or medal 
of the Englilh feries minted many years before the \''ulgar 
Aera, when our gold is fuppofed to have been drll made ; and 
even fomewhat before 41 Henry III, or 1257, when this king, 
the father of prince Edmund, ifliied his gold pennies ; for 
our piece was in all probability coined in the year 1 254, or 
1255 at fartheft, when the prince received the inveftiture of 
his kingdom. It confequently ferves very finely to fill up that 
gap in our gold cabinets which intervenes between the reign 
of William the Conqueror [/] and the 41 of king Henry III. 

I am,’ Sir, 

' ' Your moft obedient Servant, 

Wkinuipon, t Mirth, SAMUEL PEGGE. 

[«] Mr. Snelling’f Introdudion to View of Gold Coioi of England. 

[/] Gent. Mag. 1757. p 499. 
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